Conclusion Sentences
For each of the paragraphs below, which conclusion do you like best?  Why?

Paragraph 1


Parents can help their children succeed in school by getting involved in their studies.  They should get to know their children’s teachers by attending school activities as often as possible.  They should also talk about what their children are learning in school.  Another good idea is to look over children’s homework before they hand it in, and help them with any questions or problems.

a) In short, parents need to be engaged in their child’s studies in order to ensure success.

b) These are just a few ways parents can be part of their child’s education, and the child is sure to benefit.

c) By doing these relatively simple things, parents can make a huge difference.
d) Parents must get involved in their children’s studies if they want them to succeed.

Paragraph 2

Although Queenstown, New Zealand, is a small town, it has many attractions for visitors.  It’s a paradise for sports-lovers, where you can go sailing, hiking, mountain biking, or whitewater rafting.  You can visit an old gold mine, or a modern art gallery.  For scenic beauty, the boat trip on Milford Sound is unforgettable.  Queenstown has hotels in every price range, and there are more than 100 restaurants to choose from.

a) Queenstown, New Zealand is a paradise for all kinds of tourists.

b) If you would like to visit a small town which has a lot of activities, Queenstown, New Zealand is the place to go.

c) This wide variety of attractions makes little Queenstown well worth the visit.

d) For all that it offers, it is not an exaggeration for one to call New Zealand ‘heaven on earth’.

Paragraph 3

Kids who grow up in a bicultural family have a lot of advantages.  For one thing, they are able to learn a second language with almost no effort at all, and they will have a perfect accent when they speak.  They will also have contact with two different countries and might travel internationally when they are very young.  But, the most important advantage is that they become more open to other cultures and other ways of doing things.

a) The many pluses of a bicultural upbringing can give children many useful skills for their adult lives.

b) Children who grow up in a bicultural family are more prepared for the future.

c) Raising kids proud of two roots is extremely fulfilling.
d) Kids from a bicultural family have more advantages than those whose family reflects only one culture.
Conclusion Sentences

ANSWER KEY

There are two characteristics of a good conclusion.  First, it should be similar to – but not exactly like – the topic sentence (first sentence).  That is, the writer should use synonyms.  Second, the conclusion should provide a bit of a summary of the paragraph’s content.

The paragraphs used in this exercise are from the writing section of the Unit 9 workbook exercises, a homework assignment from a couple weeks ago.  In the original exercise, you were asked to write a conclusion sentence for each paragraph.

In this exercise, the four choices given include three student answers (with all grammatical errors corrected).  The fourth answer is the suggested answer given in the teacher’s book.  In some cases, a student answer is a perfectly good option.  Obviously there is no one correct answer to this – several options are possible.

Paragraph 1

a) This provides good synonyms, but it’s not a very good summary.
b) Yes!  This is the suggested answer from the book.

c) Yes!  It provides good synonyms and a good summary.
d) This provides good synonyms, but it’s not a very good summary.
Paragraph 2

a) This is good – but sounds a bit ‘exaggerated’. Maybe this is OK for an advertisement.

b) Good summary – but could use a synonym rather than repeating ‘small town’.

c) Yes!  This is the suggested answer from the book.

d) This is good – but sounds a bit ‘exaggerated’. Maybe this is OK for an advertisement.
Paragraph 3

a) Yes!  This is the suggested answer from the book.

b) Not a great summary because the use of ‘more’ sounds like a comparison.  The body of this paragraph does not compare ‘bicultural’ and ‘monocultural’ families – it simply talks about the advantages of bicultural families.

c) Who is it ‘fulfilling’ for?  Parents.  But does this paragraph talk about parents?
d) Not an accurate summary.  The body of this paragraph does not compare ‘bicultural’ and ‘monocultural’ families – it simply talks about the advantages of bicultural families.

